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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) K Claim(s) 1 and 3-13 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1 and 7-13 have been amended. Claims 1 and 3-13 are pending and 
have been examined in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, and 3-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Glassman (U.S. Patent No. 6,453,305) in view of Stefik et al (US 

Patent No. 5,629,980, hereinafter referred to as "Stefik"). 

1 . Referring to claim 1. Glassman discloses a sales method for selling a literary 
work, comprising: 

• Selling the literary work to a purchaser using a computer based sales device to 
communicate over a communication network with the purchaser at a computer 
based purchaser device (Glassman: column 4, lines 7-15); 

• Associating information about the literacy work and information about a 
purchaser that has purchased said literary work (Glassman: column 4, lines 45- 
62); and 
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• Providing said associating information via the network (Glassman: column 5, 
lines 8-15) and wherein the literary work is sold per units of rights on a copyright 
of the literacy work (Glassman: column 5, lines 34-56). 

Glassman fails to disclose wherein the literary work is sold per units of rights based 
on a copyright of the literary work with the rights units comprising a right to reproduce 
the original (reproduction right), a right to broadcast to the public (broadcast right), a 
right to exhibit to the public (exhibition right) or a right to perform (performance right). 

Stefik teaches a system for controlling the distribution and use of digital works. 
Stefik teaches a system for transacting digital works and usage rights that define how 
the rights may be used or distributed. Stefik further teaches: 

• Wherein the literary work is sold per units of rights based on a copyright of the 
literary work with the rights units comprising a right to reproduce the original 
(reproduction right), a right to broadcast to the public (broadcast right), a right to 
exhibit to the public (exhibition right) or a right to perform (performance right) (at 
least Stefik: column 19, line 50 -column 20, Iine6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Glassman to include wherein the literary work is sold per units of 
rights based on a copyright of the literary work with the rights units comprising a right to 
reproduce the original (reproduction right), a right to broadcast to the public (broadcast 
right), a right to exhibit to the public (exhibition right) or a right to perform (performance 
right) as taught by Stefik in order to provide restricted access to electronic content tat 
works with a variety of possible access schemes (Glassman: column 2, lines 27-29). 
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2. Referring to claim 3. Glassman further discloses a sales method wherein the 
information about the purchaser is provided per units of the sold rights (Glassman: 
column 5, lines 34-56). 

3. Referring to claim 4. Glassman further discloses a sales method comprising: 
Notifying a seller of the literary work of rights based on the copyright corresponding to a 
type of the literary work (Glassman: column 6, lines 20-49); and 

Obtaining from the seller information about the right to be sold, from the notified rights 
(Glassman: column 6, lines 20-49). 

4. Referring to claim 5. Glassman further discloses a sales method wherein the 
information about the purchaser is provided to an arbitrary person (Glassman: Figure 2, 
"BANK"). 

5. Referring to claim 6. Glassman further discloses a sales method wherein the 
information about the purchaser is provided after payment of a purchaser price is 
confirmed (Glassman: column 5, lines 34-56). 

6. Referring to claim 7. Glassman discloses a purchase method for purchasing a 
literary work, comprising: 

• Purchasing the literary work by a purchaser using a computer based sales device 
to communicate over a communication network with the purchaser at a computer 
based purchaser device (Glassman: column 4, lines 7-15); and 

• Being authenticated to be a purchaser of the literary work by publicizing the fact 
via a network (Glassman: column 5, lines 34-56), and 
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• Wherein the literary work is sold per units of rights based on a copyright of the 
literary work (Glassman: column 5, lines 34-56). 

7. Referring to claim 8. Claim 8 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 

8. Referring to claim 9. Claim 9 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 

9. Referring to claim 10. Claim 10 is rejected under the same rationale asset forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 

10. Referring to claim 11. Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 

1 1 . Referring to claim 12. Claim 12 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 

12. Referring to claim 13. Claim 13 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claims 1 and 3-5. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 6, paragraphs 2 and 3, filed 18 February 2005, 
with respect to 35 U.S.C. 101 and 35 U.S.C. 112, paragraph 2, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 12 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 101 
has been withdrawn. The rejection of claims 1 and 3-7 under 35 U.S.C. 112, paragraph 
2 has been withdrawn. 
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Applicant's arguments filed 18 February 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 
Applicant argues: 

> "This portion of Glassman discusses licensing numbers of users not 
copyriglit rights units." 

In response to this argument, the Examiner notes that the multiple users 
correspond to the number of units of rights that are present on the license. 

> "The dependent claims also recite additional features not taught or 
suggested by the prior art. For example, claim 4 calls for obtaining from the 
seller copyright rights to be sold. Glassman does not teach or suggest 
such." 

In response to this argument, the Examiner notes that claim for calls for 
"obtaining from the seller information about the right to be sold, from the notified 
rights" (emphasis added). The Examiner further notes that Glassman teaches 
obtaining from the seller information about the right to be sold, from the notified 
rights (column 6, lines 20-49). The Examiner notes that the vendor determines 
whether a consumer is entitled to a license based on, for example, the state of 
residence of the consumer and the license agreement of the content. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah R. Gedrich whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8121. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm, alternating 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (571) 272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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